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Summer is just around the corner  

 
 and Shakespear Open Sanctuary is ready for all the summer visitors. The fantastic 

Pohutukawa flowering is just beginning- a real feature of  Te Haruhi and Okoromai Bays.  
 
Many birds and their chicks have been appearing starting with the Pateke (photo in the last 
newsletter), to Pied Stilts, a pair of Variable oystercatchers with three chicks at present on 
Te Haruhi Bay, and now six New Zealand Dotterel chicks. It is expected that more fruits of 
the safe sanctuary will be appearing throughout the years to come. Have you explored the 
newish Okoromai track where there is a new seat with a wonderful view of Te Haruhi Bay. 
The view is well worth the stiff climb from the southern end of Te Haruhi Bay 
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Open Sanctuary Senior Ranger Update 
 

Summer is here and cabbage trees are blooming with pohutukawa hot on their heels. It’s a 
great time of year to visit the Open Sanctuary and enjoy all that this park has to offer. 
SOSSI supporters and volunteers do so much to protect and improve the site and I hope 
you take the time to enjoy it and to show it off with pride to friends and family who visit the 
region. 

One seasonal visitor is the shining cuckoo or pipiwharauroa who have been observed in 
Waterfall Gully. These birds are the brood parasite of the grey warbler, turfing out one of 
the hosts eggs and laying their own amongst the host clutch. Shortly after hatch the 
cuckoo chick evicts the remaining warbler eggs or chicks so the warbler can raise the 
single cuckoo as if it were their own. The shining cuckoo migrate northward in winter to the 
Solomon Islands and nearby islands. Adult birds tend to return to the same area in NZ 
each year. 

Many of you will have read that there will be a ban on set netting at Te Haruhi and Army 
Bays from 20 December through to March 31. 
This is to manage potential conflict over 
shared use of the marine area during the busy 
season and responds to public feedback and 
incidents reporting risks and nuisance to 
swimmers, snorkelers, boaties and other 
fishers. Set netters are welcome to use these 
bays outside of this period and can continue to 
set nets to gather seafood year round at 
Okoromai Bay.  

Threatened plant conservation continues.  
Some recent survey activity on neighbouring 
NZ Defence Land found more individuals and 
sites for Pimelea orthia. This attractive grey-
green plant is a ‘pioneer species’ growing on 
disturbed land and poor soils such as road 
margins. Discussion has been had to 
potentially collect seed for the SOSSI nursery 
to grow more individuals which can be planted 
out on both park and NZ Defence land as 
insurance populations.  

Further botanical discoveries may follow the 
upcoming field trip and Christmas picnic for 
the Auckland Botanical Society who will focus on the Kowhai Glen area. This social group 
of amateur and professional botanists have an impressive track record botanising around 
the region, making many significant discoveries which help land managers understand the 
floral values within their sites and how best to protect them. Sometimes you don’t know 
what you have until you take a good look. We thank the BotSoc and other keen individuals 
and groups whose interest and focus on Shakespear lead to better knowledge of the 
sanctuary. 

Seabird restoration planning continues with a nearly finalised plan. The Department of 
Conservation have approved us as a suitable site for attracting seabirds using acoustic 
broadcast (fooling them to believe there is a noisy and busy colony already here). 
Proposed sites have been assessed by an archaeologist to ensure that seabird 

Pimelea orthia 
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infrastructure (speaker broadcast systems and artificial nest boxes) don’t impact the 
cultural heritage values of this busy site. We will be liaising with other nearby restoration 
islands to ensure that our collective seabird activities are complementary and don’t disrupt 
natural and restored seabird populations already managed within the Hauraki Gulf. 

Our animal pest surveillance and defence systems continue to work. We have remained 
rabbit free, pest incursions this year include a male possum detected and removed in 
September and several rats each a month apart in the first half of the year. Recently 
hedgehog footprints were detected in tracking tunnels and two animals trapped soon after. 
These are our first hedgehog records since 2011. Hedgehogs are noted predators of 
shorebird eggs and smaller critters such as lizards. Hedgehogs are surprisingly successful 
animals found throughout New Zealand from the coast to the sub alpine areas. Our pest 

proof fence checkers, trappers 
and tracking tunnel monitors all 
contribute to keeping the 
sanctuary free of animal pests 

Thank you all for your support of 
Shakespear Open Sanctuary this 
year, together we continue to 
make a huge change for good. All 
the best for summer and the 
holiday season. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Matt Maitland. 
 

 I can be contacted at matt.maitland@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz or 09 426 1200 
 

Publicity update from the Chairman Peter Jackson 
 
Reviewing all the publicity projects I signalled in the February newsletter, I am very 
pleased to report that they have all now been completed.  This year your committee has 
put a lot of effort into improving our publicity material and changing its focus to promoting 
the Sanctuary ahead of the 
Society itself.    
 
With the aid of a grant from 
the Rodney Environmental 
Education Fund we have 
completed no less than five 
new displays.  One was for 
the display in the 
Whangaparaoa Library 
early in the year, one is 
outside the Park Office, 
one in the Campground, 
another is a portable 
display and the last is in 
the Old Woolshed.  The 
portable one is easy to 
transport and erect so if 

Woolshed Display  

Hedgehog footprints 

mailto:matt.maitland@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
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you'd like to borrow it for a function or event please let us know.  
 
The Old Woolshed display complements the magnificent new cabinet built by Roger Land 
to hold the stuffed pest animals.   Besides being used for talks to school groups, the 
Woolshed will be open to the public on weekends over the summer so please take the 
time for a look.  As it is the original farm shearing shed the building and its relics are very 
interesting, as is our display of course. 
 
Then we have the excellent Shakespear Junior Ranger booklet produced by Ginnie 
Quartel and her team, available on our website and from the distinctively camouflaged 
'post-boxes' outside the park office and in the campground.  We've also completed our run 
of advertisements in Hibiscus Matters where we highlighted pest plants and our native 
birds (with thanks to Hibiscus matters and Auckland Council Biosecurity). 
 
Finally we have an excellent new 'tourist' brochure designed for us by Nicky Malcon.  This 
is intended for i-Sites and the like, so if you have any kind of reception area where these 
might be of interest to the public please let us us know and we'll give you some. 
 

Shakespear Park Bird Survey, 2014 
 
The bird survey of Shakespear Park conducted by members of the Ornithological Society 
on Saturday 18 October was the fifth of a series begun in 2007.  Around 40 species are 
known to breed in the park and a few others, chiefly seabirds, appear as visitors.   For 
search purposes the park is split into six areas, each covered by two people who spend a 
couple of hours seeking and counting all the birds seen or heard.  The 2014 search found 
40 species and tallied1554 birds.  
 It is interesting to measure the present results against our figures of two years ago when 
we had a similar counting effort.  For the 30 species common to both lists, the 2014 total is 
1536 compared with 1319 in 2012, an increase of 15%.  Both these counts are 
subsequent to pest exclusion measures.  Surveys before the predator-proof fence was 
installed found 1500 birds in 2007 and 1700 in 2010 but pukekos accounted for a very 
large share (533 in 2007 and 486 in 2010).  This factor aside, the present bird population 
of Shakespear Park is the highest we have recorded. 
 
Which birds have benefited from the Xcluder fence?  Ground-nesting birds might be 
expected to gain most by freedom from predatory animals and hence can act as indicator 
species.  Notable increases in numbers have been shown by California quails with 46 (13 
in 2012), pheasants with 33 (21) and skylarks with 77 (29).  Brown quail – a new species 
for these studies – was found in three of the six survey areas (8 birds in all).  This year's 
pukeko score was 124 (76 in 2012), many fewer than pre-fence.The magpie tally was 
about the same as before  and  counts of mynas, 89, and house sparrows, 64, show both 
to be common residents. 
 
The tui is the most abundant bird in the park with 179 counted (172 in 2012), whereas only 
6 bellbirds were found.  Other songbirds show increases, namely blackbird , song thrush , 
goldfinch , chaffinch  and yellowhammer (see table below).Opportunistic thrushes are even 
using trap boxes for anvils on which to break open snail shells.  However counts of the 
small native birds were unexpectedly low, i.e. grey warbler 39 (60), fantail 12 (33) and 
silvereye 9 (58).  The number of welcome swallows at 34 was down from 57 in 2012; 
perhaps all these insect-eating species were taking shelter from the showers during our 
latest search.  We counted 37 kingfishers  and 14 native pigeons, kereru.  We encountered 
2 feral rock pigeons and 5 spotted doves, but none of the barbary doves that have become 
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established around Orewa.  Rosella parakeets are widespread in the park: our tally was 72 
(42 in 2012 and 65 in 2010).  The native red-crowned parakeet, kakariki, and shining 
cuckoo which have been recorded in ones and twos during some previous surveys were 
missed during our latest search, but were encountered when an observer revisited 
Waterfall Gully on the following day.  We were glad to see a pair of brown teal, pateke, with 
a family of five and to hear calls of a spotless crake, although fernbirds were missing from 
this year's searches.  A general impression is that birds are doing well in the park, 
particularly the open-country species.  Forest dwellers like bellbird and kakariki that are 
abundant on Tiri Tiri Matangi island are expected to increase as Shakespear's 
revegetation programme takes effect. 
 
Michael Taylor  - with thanks to those who took part* and especially to Chris Thompson 
and John Tacon for processing the results into charts and tables. 
 
*Participants:  Geoff Arnold, Judy Bendall, Richard & Stuart Chambers, Robin Child, Mike 
Dye, Gillian Eller, Gwenda Pulham, Michael Taylor, Chris & Peter Thompson, Jan Velvin 
  

OSNZ - 
Shakespear 
Regional Park 
Bird Survey 

       

  

Total 
2014 

Total 
2013 

Total 
2012 

Total 
2010 

Total 
2007 

 Bellbird 
 

6 4 5 8 3 
 Blackbird 

 
109 38 34 83 63 

 Brown Teal 
 

7 
  

4 
  Brown Quail 

 
8 

     California Quail 
 

46 12 13 14 12 
 Chaffinch 

 
19 5 9 22 23 

 Fantail 
 

12 8 33 12 5 
 Fernbird 

   
1 

   Goldfinch 
 

159 39 151 104 105 
 Greenfinch 

 
10 

 
7 1 19 

 Grey Warbler 
 

39 22 60 41 42 
 Gull, Black-backed 

 
29 24 31 41 50 

 Gull, Red-billed 
 

23 63 61 92 94 
 Harrier 

 
1 2 1 2 4 

 Heron, White-faced 
 

3 3 27 10 4 
 House Sparrow 

 
64 36 39 75 35 

 Kakariki 
    

3 
  Kereru 

 
14 6 22 19 13 

 Kingfisher 
 

37 12 34 20 16 
 Magpie 

 
14 8 2 15 22 

 Mallard 
 

3 3 
 

6 3 
 Myna 

 
89 22 84 58 57 

 NZ Dotterel 
 

6 4 13 3 1 
 Oystercatcher, VOC 

 
4 5 2 2 16 

 Paradise Shelduck 
 

8 13 3 15 15 
 Peacock 

 
4 8 1 16 11 
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Pheasant 
 

33 8 21 30 9 
 Pied Stilt 

 
19 2 31 38 20 

 Pukeko 
 

124 41 76 486 533 
 Redpoll 

 
8 

 
1 

   Rock Pigeon 
 

2 
     Rosella 

 
72 27 42 65 69 

 Shining Cuckoo 
    

1 1 
 Silvereye 

 
9 18 58 34 34 

 Skylark 
 

77 34 29 27 19 
 Song Thrush 

 
105 30 38 67 44 

 Spotless Crake 
 

1 
     Spotted Dove 

 
5 1 2 

   Spur-winged Plover 
 

36 17 24 32 34 
 Starling 

 
39 41 67 55 50 

 Tui 
 

179 82 172 102 59 
 Welcome Swallow 

 
34 34 57 43 48 

 Yellowhammer 
 

97 12 68 47 28 
 

  
1554 708 1381 1768 1574 

 

Total species: 
 

40 35 35 38 35 
 

         

SOSSI Newsletter - Kererū Movements in Auckland 

A project undertaken by several researchers at the University of Auckland has been 

looking into how kererū (NZ pigeon) move around fragmented landscapes in the wider 

Auckland region. From previous studies, it is known that kererū movements can be fairly 

limited, although they are capable of making longer distance flights of several kilometres. 

However, little is known about how often these longer distance flights occur and just how 

far kererū will fly.  As kererū are important seed dispersers of many native and introduced 

plants, studying their movements is also key to understanding how seeds could be moved 

around the landscape. The movement of seeds especially long distance movements 

between isolated patches of native forest can help keep forests connected, which is 

important for their long term survival.  

This project used satellite telemetry to track fourteen birds from several sites across the 

Auckland region over the course of a year. These sites all differed in the amount of 

remaining native vegetation present in the surrounding landscape and the levels of 

urbanisation. 

Data collected over the year suggests that at least at the sites monitored, kererū remained 

fairly localised, and were usually recorded within a couple of kilometres of where tracking 

started at each site. There was one exception to this, with one of the birds that was 

originally from the city being later recorded up north of Leigh, suggesting a rather longer 

distance flight!  

The data from this project is still undergoing analysis, with home range calculations 

currently underway. Further work is also planned to look in more detail at how kererū make 
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use of urban environments and what that means for the dispersal of various native and 

introduced plants. 

 Updates of Regular Open Sanctuary Activities 

Tuesday Volunteers 
 
The Tuesday Volunteers had a wonderful day at Shakespear on Tuesday 18 th November. 
The Council had a “Sector Work Day” and the usual Tues vols were joined by Rangers 
from other parks, Junior Rangers, and Council office workers. Everyone brought a plate 
and many jobs were completed during the morning. We were treated to a wonderful 
morning tea and a great BBQ lunch. A great opportunity to meet others and thoroughly 
enjoyed by all. 
 
Paddock names, beautifully carved in wood, have been produced and installed. Part of the 
Marine Centre building has been made available to us for meetings etc., so it was given a 
good scrub down with sugar soap and a re-paint.  
    
Nursery 
The nursery is currently going through a very busy time as we now need to bag on all the 
plants we have been growing in small tubes. The nursery workers have already put in an 
extra day to try to get on top of this task. The seed collection stage begins about now so 
we are on the lookout for any ripe seed you may find in your travels about the park. Please 
do not pick up seed from the ground as it may carry disease.  
 
Work has now commenced on further development of the Nursery. We are about to cover 
a portion of the roof with a clear hard weather proof material. This will give us a space for 
seed work where we are able to control the watering while maintaining the light level. Up to 
now we have lost seed and seedlings due to too much rain. 
 
With the warmer temperatures we are now noticing vigorous growth in the nursery plants 
which is most rewarding. The health and quality of our plants continues to meet an 
excellent standard.  
Margaret Chappell Nursery 
Manager SOSSI 
 
“The Crack Track Team “ of 
Tuesday volunteers have had a 
busy year with upgrades and 
maintenance on many of 
Shakespear Park tracks. Roger, 
Bill, Patrick, Len, Allan, Don and 
John  proudly completed the new 
Look Out seat on the Okoromai 
track mid September. This spot 
has outstanding views over Te 
Haruhi bay with Tiri Light and Mt 
Moehau in the distance. The seat 
is built on 2 old strainer posts with 
old fence posts retaining the 
bank. The team also made considerable improvements to the track and completed this 
project with tree planting around the seat area.”  
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BACK ON THE BEACH – NZ Dotterel Update !!!! 

Despite what appeared to be a late start we are now in full swing with the Dotterel nesting 

season. We have 3 nests again on Te Haruhi Beach all fenced off asking for SPACE. 

Another 2 pairs are undecided up in the paddocks( update- now six chicks on the beach). 

Last week we had to sandbag one of the beach nests against the high tides which 

threatened to wash out the nest fortunately we didn’t have too much wind. All going well 

we should have some chicks by Christmas. 

Please if you are on the beach and notice people close to or standing at nesting sites 

could you please ask them kindly to move on. 

The reason for not hanging around these fenced areas is that the sitting bird will leave the 

nest if disturbed, leaving the eggs exposed to the elements meaning they could get too 

cold or conversely cook in the sun!!! 

Thanks for your help with this .If you have any questions or notice any problems please 

contact me 094157119 or tell a Ranger.                  Jan  Velvin  

Sunday at Shakespear 

We have re-started our monthly Sunday at Shakespear events, which will now run until the 

next planting season in June.  They are on the 3rd Sunday of each month (except 

December).    They are open to anyone and are intended to provide volunteers with a 

chance to meet each other while helping out at the Sanctuary. 

The first two have been very enjoyable, with about 20 people attending each time.  In 

October we started on the 'Boundary Project', a plan to upgrade the part of the park which 

adjoins neighbours on the western side of the Okoromai wetland.  This will include 

extending the path there right through to Army Bay, but this time we cleaned up the 

Okoromai end.   In November a very enthusiastic team removed some old and overgrown 

fences along the eastern side of Okoromai.  Besides being a hazard to humans, in future 

old fences will be a risk to kiwis wearing tracking devices as they can get caught on the 

wire.  

The next date for Sunday at Shakespear is 16th January when we may do more work on 

the boundary, or possibly tackle some of the weeds infesting the park – especially 

Japanese honeysuckle. 

We wish to express our appreciation to Hibiscus Matters and  Auckland Council Biosecurity for their 
support of our Monthly items in Hibiscus matters. 
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Shakespear Junior Ranger 
 
We’ve had a good response to the Junior Ranger programme that was launched in 
October 2014. Children are having fun exploring the Sanctuary and doing the activities. It 
is encouraging to see children have a genuine interest in conservation. The future of NZ 
flora and fauna is in good hands. 
 
Here are some of our first Junior Rangers with their badges 
 

       
Pictured above: Teresa Sell, Shawna and Zach Barton 

 
We welcome you to spend some time at Shakespear Open Sanctuary during the summer 
holidays. To download the activity booklet please visit our website . 
http://www.sossi.org.nz/visit/shakespear-junior-ranger/ 
 

Summer weed alert 

Summer is a great time to get outdoors, and Auckland Council’s biosecurity team want you 

to keep your eyes peeled for the nasty plants hiding in our midst. 

Some of the plants the Auckland Council 

wants to know about are Total Control pest 

plants, which are species the council wants to 

eradicate from the region. The council will do 

the control work on public or private land, we 

just need your help to find them! 

One of these plants is Asiatic knotweed,  a 

shrub-like plant that grows rapidly and once 

established, can form dense stands  that 

shade and crowd out all other vegetation. This 

is a major pest plant issue in the United 

Kingdom.  In Auckland we only have a few 

known sites. 

Asiatic Knotweed 

http://www.sossi.org.nz/visit/shakespear-junior-ranger/
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What to look for?  Leaves are 10-15cm long and triangular – oval shaped, pointed at the 

tip, with a flattened leaf base.  A creamy white flower appears from December – March.  It 

can grow up to 3m high.  It is not a vine. 

It is also the season for Cathedral bells to 

flower, making them easier to spot. This is a 

vine that can smother large native plants 

and suppress seedlings. 

What to look for? It has large, bell-shaped, 

greeny-white to purple flowers, light green 

and sometimes purple, oval leaves, and 

tendrils.  It is a vine. 

Please also be on the lookout for exotic 

palms appearing at Shakespear.   If you see 

a palm that is not a native nikau, please 

report it to the Auckland Council biosecurity 

team.  

If you think you see any Total Control plants, or exotic palms, please take a note of the 

location and a photo if possible and contact Auckland Council biosecurity on 09 301 0101 

or biosecurity@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz. 

Check  out www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plantsearch for more information. 

Stop Press, 
  
As this edition of the SOSSI newsletter was about to be despatched, there was another 
advance in the biodiversity fauna 
of the Sanctuary with the 
discovery  a forest gecko.  Whilst 
this species is not uncommon  
throughout the north of the North 
Island, this is a first record of a 
forest gecko at  Shakespear,  
and brings to seven the number 
of native  lizard species that are 
known to exist in the Park. An 
exciting development and the 
advantages of a pest free 
environment for native species 
continues to reap rewards. A 
fuller commentary on the forest 
gecko will appear in the next 

newsletter in the New Year. 
 
Dave Craddock 

Cathedral Bells 

Photo D. Craddock 

mailto:biosecurity@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
http://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plantsearch
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Keep Shakespear Open Sanctuary free of pests 

Please check your vehicle and bags for unwanted  pests before visiting the Park 

Seat overlooking Te Haruhi Bay  

New Sossi Brochure 1 

Free standing display 1 


