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Planting at Shakespear is now over for 2014 

And what an effort that has been, with 20,604 plants having been planted this year. 

This included 1000 spinifex from Coastlands for the dune restoration.  

This was due to a bumper crop being raised both at the Sossi nursery at  

 

Shakespear Park and also at the Auckland Botanic Gardens Nursery in Manurewa. 

The majority of the plants were Manuka and Kanuka but other trees and shrubs 

included Mahoe, Kowhai, Puriri, Kohekohe, Taraire, Cabbage trees, Flax and 
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Mapou. All these plants were put into the ground from 7th June  until the most recent 

on the 9th September, and involved several different groups including the general 

public on three occasions, a group from the Chinese Conservation Education Trust, 

Pupils of Red Beach School, Sossi volunteers, the BNZ ‘Closed for good” group and 

Auckland University students from O’Rourke Hall. A total of 1228 volunteer hours 

was involved . Each planting session was followed by a barbecue lunch either near 

the planting site or at the park headquarters. The Red Beach school were the first to 

put some of our plants in the ground. As they were  

 

quite young they were organised into small groups which included an adult and 

different aged children so that they would all play a part in the process, from digging 

holes, to placing a pellet of fertiliser, getting the plant, and putting the soil in around 

the plant.   

At the beginning of the season the ground was very dry and needed hard work to dig 

a hole, but by the end of the season it was so wet it stuck to the spade and made  

digging just as difficult.  

Over this period of time the weather has included strong winds and torrential rain so 

many of the plants have received considerable stress and only time will tell how they 

have fared through all of this. 

The main area planted has been the slopes overlooking TiriTiri Matangi Island, 

known as the poplar block. Some of this planting was directly underneath the poplar 

trees which had previously been planted to stabilise the slope. The poplars will in 

Children from Red Beach school planting trees   
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future be poisoned to allow the native trees to grow and replace them. The native 

trees will provide a more appropriate environment for native birds. 

This completes the planting along steep eastern slopes facing Tiritiri Matangi, and 

next year the planting moves to the sides of the gullies and wetlands which lead 

down to the campground. 

We are very grateful to all the volunteers who have contributed their time and energy 

to this very important part of the restoration of the Shakespear Open Sanctuary.  We 

are keen to find more groups and organisations who might be interested in helping in 

future years, so please tell us if you  know of any. 

 

Members of Chinese Conservation group and ‘Closed For Good’ Volunteers from BNZ  

SOSSI  ‘members or supporters’? 

 
Your committee has been trying hard to increase SOSSI membership, but so far 

without the success we would like. We've upgraded our website, run a display in the 

local library, offered talks, re-started Sunday at Shakespear, re-designed our  Park 

noticeboard and brochure and run a regular Shakespear News feature in Hibiscus 

Matters.   We're still trying new ideas and seeking more - for example from next year 

we'll offer 5-year memberships so we don't have to chase up every subscription 

every year.  

Some committee members feel that using using the terminology of “SOSSI member” 
is itself off-putting, as many people do not want to join things these days or feel that 
becoming a member carries some obligation. So we're considering whether to 
promote “Supporter of Shakespear” instead, as this avoids any membership 
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connotation and it has a more obvious meaning - it would make sense as a bumper 
sticker for example. Becoming a supporter would still mean being a SOSSI member, 
but this would be in the small print rather than the headline. 

However we don't want to consider this idea further before seeking the views of 
existing members, so if you have a view you'd like us to consider please let us know 
at info@sossi.org.nz 

 
Ornithological Society of New Zealand (OSNZ) visit to Shakespear Open 
Sanctuary. 
Members of OSNZ have been visiting Shakespear Regional Park and sanctuary 
regularly for many years. We last reported on their survey in 2009 when they gave 
us bird numbers compared with a 2007 visit. They are planning another survey on 
18th October and hope to find that Bellbirds are finally making Shakespear their 
home . If you would like to assist contact Michael  Taylor at taylor.mjk@xtra.co.nz  
 
Bellbirds at Shakespear 
 
Having the predator-exclusion fence in place, there is good reason to hope that 
bellbirds will become a feature of Shakespear Regional Park, as has occurred at 
Tawharanui.  With this in mind, it is interesting to look back on the history of bellbirds 
at Shakespear.   
 
For more than a century prior, bellbirds have been largely absent from Auckland 
region, although several attempts were made to re-establish bellbirds on the 
mainland.  The first was in 1931 when 15 bellbirds were liberated into the Waitakere 
Ranges. The second in 1983/84 involved 22 bellbirds at Shakespear Park.  However 
both these efforts failed, as did releases on Waiheke island during the 1980s, 
initiated by Mike Lee assisted by local members of Forest & Bird,- this despite the 
use of aviaries prior to setting the birds free. 
 
Against this background, the Regional Parks Service took action around 1990 to 
improve the habitat at Shakespear by planting native trees similar to those on Tiritiri 
Matangi Island, accompanied by possum control measures.  Subsequently an article 
by Brenda Green in Tara, the bulletin of the Ornithological Society, reported that 
about 10 bellbirds had been sighted during surveys of the park.  In November 1993, 
two nests each with a pair of chicks were observed by John Kendrick and Richard 
Chamberlain providing the first proof that bellbirds had bred on the Auckland 
mainland for about 50 years.  Despite this success, there have been few records of 
nesting in Shakespear Park and no reports elsewhere on the peninsula.  .  Bellbirds 
play an important role in the ecology of the forest, pollinating small shrubs and 
spreading the seed.                                                      Michael Taylor, OSNZ member 

 

Hi all.- From Bruce Harrison Park Ranger- contact Ph 09 4248913 

I am looking  for about 7 regular volunteers to help out with tracking cards on the 

park. This is one of the more interesting jobs and allows us to see whether there are 

unwanted pests in the park. You put out an inked card in a tunnel baited with peanut 

butter.  Critters walk over the card and leave their footprints behind.  By looking at 

mailto:info@sossi.org.nz
mailto:taylor.mjk@xtra.co.nz
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the foot prints you can detect whether  pests have invaded the sanctuary.  These 

cards are put out on the fourth Wednesday of the month and then brought back in on 

Wednesday 7 days later. You can either adopt a line or just turn up and help 

out.  However we need to know numbers turning up for this so lines can be divided 

up.  Most lines take about ½ hour and need to be done on the Wednesday morning, 

so the data can be analysed in the afternoon.  . 

Shakespear Junior Ranger Adventure 

Kia ora. The SOSSI committee would like to present our 

new Shakespear Junior Ranger programme; an 

adventure in the park.  The booklet is filled with fun and 

educational, conservation themed activities such as a 

scavenger hunt, bird spotting, fence checking, plant 

identification and an opportunity for Junior Rangers to 

express their ideas for the Sanctuary. When a set 

amount of activities have been completed and marked 

participants will receive a Junior Ranger badge. We 

welcome people of all ages to join in.  The activities are 

particularly for primary school level.  They can be 

accomplished in a day.  

We hope that this programme might encourage families 

to spend time together in the great outdoors. We would 

also love to see children and their Whanau enjoying the park and making use of all it 

has to offer.  Most of all we hope that everyone will learn more about Shakespear 

Open Sanctuary.  

To make a start, simply print a booklet from our website.  If you do not have a 

computer or printer, booklets are available at the Ranger Station for a gold coin 

donation. To save disappointment please call ahead as the Station is not always 

attended. Ph 09 4248913. 

For those who have completed Junior Ranger we would also like to offer a free 

SOSSI membership for up to a year. If you are interested in this then parents please 

fill in your details at the back of the JR booklet and give them to us.  

Many thanks to all who have supported and contributed to the Shakespear Junior 

Ranger   Adventure.           Ginnie   Quartel                                                               

 

 

 

 

         Shakespear  

       Junior Ranger                    

           Adventure 

A conservation orientated 

recreational activity for 

children and their families. 
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Seabird Update 

 

Plans are progressing for seabird restoration at Shakespear Open Sanctuary with a 

restoration plan currently being finalised. Plans were kick-started back in May with the very 

exciting discovery of existing Oi or Grey-Faced Petrel burrows in the sanctuary by Jo Sim 

of Dabchick NZ and her two seabird-finding dogs Maddy and Rua.  

 

When the burrows were located it was the ‘prospecting’ period for these seabirds. This 

means they were busy partnering up and preparing burrows for the nesting season ahead. 

The birds then return to sea for a little while before coming back to land to lay their egg. 

Like most other petrel species, Oi live most of their lives at sea, only coming to land to 

breed. The female lays a single egg in a burrow and both parents share incubating and 

chick-feeding duties. Once the chick fledges it will live at sea for a number of years before 

returning (usually) to the site where it was born to breed. It is hoped that some of the 

burrows found earlier this year may now be housing incubating birds or young chicks.  

 

The seabird restoration plan for 

Shakespear Open Sanctuary will 

follow the successful formula that has 

been developed with other seabird 

restoration projects. Luckily for us we 

already have birds utilising the 

sanctuary’s coastal cliff top 

environment, and so we can build on 

this base to further develop the 

population. The main technique to be 

utilised will be acoustic attraction – 

that is broadcasting the birds’ calls 

out to sea with a speaker system to 

make them think that there is a popular breeding colony site present. This has been 

effective elsewhere, and it is hoped it will work successfully at Shakespear Open 

Sanctuary too with the sanctuary’s perfect location sticking out into the Hauraki Gulf – 

perfect for grabbing the attention of any passing seabirds! The system will play a loop of 

calls of the different species we would like to attract. At some point we will also likely be 

installing artificial burrows which will provide some cosy homes for potential breeding birds 

and make monitoring a lot easier. 

 

Seabirds are an often forgotten about, but are an essential component to a functional 

coastal environment. They are ecosystem engineers and bring significant amounts of 

marine nutrients to the land around their colonies. It is envisioned that one day we will 

have a number of thriving seabird colonies on the park which will add a fantastic dynamic 

to the nocturnal experience of sanctuary visitors. 

Jacinta Woolly 

Oi, Grey-Faced Petrel. Photo from Jacinda Woolly 
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Update on the New Zealand Dotterel at Shakespear Oct 2014 

The BIG news in the Dotterel world for Shakespear Sanctuary is that in autumn we 

discovered that  part of ’ Way In’ paddock is a FLOCKING SITE for Dotterel. 

This is an area where the birds congregate after the breeding season,rest ,feed, sit quietly 

around in the sun recovering from the breeding season and select partners for the coming 

season. 

The proximity to Okoromai Bay for feeding is significant It has long been known that a 

Flocking site is found at both Omaha and Little Shoal Bay. As the distance between the 

two known sites is so great it was suspected that there must be another one. 

Luckily for us the birds chose this site. Six weeks ago there were 21 birds at this site.7 

Banded Dotterel and 14 New Zealand Dotterel. The Banded Dotterel generally return to 

and breed in the South Island 

As the new breeding season approaches the birds leave this site and take up nesting 

territories. At present we are carefully watching a number of areas as the birds select their 

nesting site. They are not at all keen about receiving attention around their potential 

nesting areas. 

As in previous years our birds appear to be nesting at the later part of the season .Some 

other areas already have eggs. This is a good time to remind ourselves that these birds 

are endangered and that they really do need their space. 

I am interested to receive any observations you have made while out in the park and can 

be contacted on 094157119. 

Jan Velvin  Dotterel Recovery Co-ordinator. 

Presence and distribution of mycorrhizae, in a restoration context. 

The condition of the soil is known to be an important factor for successful restoration 

planting.  One of these factors, the presence of mycorrhizae, has been gaining increasing 

importance as shown by many international and some New Zealand studies.  

 What are Mycorrhizae? Myco means fungal; rhiza means root.  Mycorrhizae are a 

permanent symbiotic (mutually beneficial) relationship between the roots of plants and 

some species of fungi. The microscopic web of threadlike fungal hyphae helps the plant’s 

water and nutrient intake as well as improving soil structure and plant stability. The plants 

in return supply the fungus with organic nutrients assimilated by photosynthesis. 

Mycorrhizal plants have also been shown to be more resistant to pathogens, pests and 

extreme weather conditions such as droughts and floods.  

Mycorrhizae are especially important for trees and other woody species as their lack of 

fine root hairs results in reliance on the hyphal web for water and nutrient absorption.  The 

presence of these useful fungal symbionts therefore play an important role in successful 
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restoration.  Intensive farming, however, has been proven to inhibit mycorrhizal activity.  

Soil compaction by livestock trampling and excess nutrients, especially phosphates, slow 

down and may even completely stop the inoculation of roots by mycorrhizae.  

Reforestation projects in New Zealand often take place in pastures and other farmlands 

adjacent to older remnant forests. 

The aim of the research for my Master’s Thesis was to assess if there is any correlation 

between the quantity of mycorrhizae in the soil and the distance from the forest edge.  I 

took soil samples in five sampling locations where  northern coastal broadleaf forest 

remnants border used or abandoned pastures or in one case viticulture.  One of my five 

sampling locations was in the Shakespear Regional Park.  

 

The results from all the 

pastoral areas showed 

significantly higher amounts 

of mycorrhizae at the forest 

edge and 5 m from, than at 

50m distance from the 

forest. In the Shakespear 

location the quantity of 

mycorrhizae peaked at the 

forest edge and showed a 

gradual decrease with 

growing distance from 

the forest edge.   The quantity of mycorrhizae was significantly lower in the vineyard soil, 

indicating a more prominent negative effect of these more intensive agricultural practices 

on mycorrhizal activities. 

Overall my results strongly suggest that in an agricultural landscape, patches of remnant 

forest have a positive effect on the levels of mycorrhizal fungi in their immediate vicinity.  

Such findings indicate planting of seedlings close to the forest edge may result in higher 

restoration success due to the root-to root connection of the mycorrhizal network. If it was 

possible to inoculate seedlings with native mycorrhizae then this could also be beneficial 

Edit Simpson MSc, University of Auckland 

 
TUESDAY VOLUNTEERS / NURSERY 
 
The Tuesday Volunteers have continued their contribution to the upkeep and development 
of the park with a large range of jobs being achieved, from building bike ramps to docking 
lambs! 
 
The continual filling up of the Trigene and brochure stations by Ingrid and Mindy to provide 
for visitors keeping their footwear clean of any disease is an important regular job. Dave 
Craddock continues with the reptile work, and Roger and his team the continue  up-
grading and maintaining  tracks . An extension to the outside lunch area at the ranger 

Sampling transects in the Shakespear Regional Park 

Hyphae 
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station   is complete with potted plants, cobbled floor, signage, and shade sails – thank 
you Barry. 
 
The nursery has been very busy over the last few months, firstly maintaining the bagged 
plants in preparation for the planting season, and secondly pricking out seedlings and 
tubing them up in preparation for next year’s planting. 
 The seed collection stage runs from about October to March and is quite an enjoyable 
task. The seed is cleaned, by various methods depending on the plant, and the seed trays 
are laid – this year we laid  approx.80 trays. The seed work includes some thousands of 
plants raised by the nursery team to supplement those being grown by the Botanic 
Gardens for Shakespear. We have had a very good germination this year and are very 
busy pricking out seedlings at the moment. I estimate we should easily meet our target of 
10 000 to 12 000 for the 2015 planting season. 
 
In July a memorial planting was done for Raewyn French (who developed the Shakespear 
Nursery) by her family, and the Whangaparaoa Horticulture Society did a planting in 
Waterfall Gully to commemorate their 50th Anniversary. 
 
In the on-going development of the Nursery we are about to cover a portion of the roof with 
a clear hard weather proof material. This will give us a space for seed work where we are 
able to control the watering while maintaining the light level. Up to now we have lost seed 
and seedlings due to too much rain. 
 
The health and quality of our plants continues to meet an excellent standard and is an 
absolute credit to just what volunteers can achieve. The rangers are very appreciative and 
supportive of the efforts of out nursery team and we have received many glowing 
comments for the quality of our work – many thanks to you all! 
 
Margaret Chappell        Nursery Manager SOSSI                                                                                                              

 
Spring is definitely in the air. 

 These 6 Pateke ducklings and their parents ( only one in this photo) were spotted on the 
Waterfall gully pond on Tuesday 30 September. Last year we saw chicks on the Tank trap 
outside the fence. This year they have chosen a safer place to rear their young. 
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 Progress of Restoration of Natural Vegetation. 

 
  Are  you wondering about the progress of our planting in the park. The two photos below 
show the planting above the entrance to Kowhai Glen  which was done in 2011. The top 
photo was taken in 2013 and the bottom a year later in 2014. I am sure you will agree that 

the trees are  increasing in size. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keep Shakespear Open Sanctuary free of pests 

Please check your vehicle and bags for unwanted  pests before visiting the Park 

 

Tuesday Volunteers.  "New volunteers are always welcome.  The regular time is 

8.30am on Tues at the Park Office. Wear strong shoes and a hat.  Tasks are many 

and varied – you can join a team and become regular a regular contributor  and  you 

can come for a few hours or all day" 

 


