
 

                                      
 

     

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

      

 

Come and learn more about 

Shakespear Open Sanctuary 
and have an adventure in the park.  

 

 

                                     

                                         

        

Explore 

 

Discover 

 

Shakespear 

 

 

 
 

 



Shakespear Junior Ranger 

  
 

What do I need to do? 
Please complete Activity 1 AND Activity 2.  

Then complete at least 6 more activities of your choice.  

That’s 8 activities in total. When you have finished go to the 

Ranger Office in Te Haruhi Bay. Ask a Park Ranger or SOSSI  

Volunteer to mark your activities.  They will give you  

your Junior Ranger badge and sign your certificate. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Haere Mai 

Do you think Shakespear Open 

Sanctuary is a special place?  We 

invite you to take part in our 

Junior Ranger programme to find 

out. You will receive a BADGE 

when you have finished. 

 

If no one is available to 

mark your activities then 

send them to us at:  

 P.O Box 790 

Whangaparaoa. OR you 

can put them in the drop 

box outside the Ranger 

Office.      We will mail 

your badge and activities 

back to you. 

 

 

Please Write Your Details 

Name________________________ 

 

Address______________________ 

____________________________ 

 

Phone_______________________ 

   

 

Enjoy your adventure 

through the Sanctuary. 

Ka Kite ano. 

 



Activity 1      Sensory Walk 
 

                                                                              

                                                             

                                                                                       

 

 

At some point during your walk  

stop and CLOSE YOUR EYES. 

 

 What can you FEEL? 

 

 

 

 

 

What can you SMELL? 

  

 

   

 

                       What can you HEAR? 

 

Are you ready to go exploring? It’s a 

great way to get to know the 

Sanctuary. You could run along the 

beach or walk through the forest, 

take a stroll through farmland or 

hike up to the lookout ‘castle’. 

Maybe go back in time and visit an 

old Māori settlement or a WWII 

gun hideout. The choice is yours. 

Grab a park map and see which of 

the walks inspires you.  

 

Which walk did you choose?  

 

What did you SEE along the 

way? 

  



Activity 2    Bird Spotting Competition 

Your friend has challenged you to a bird spotting competition at Shakespear.  You have to 

look for different types of birds.  Your friend has already raced off but you are not sure 

where to start.  Here’s a clue..... Some birds will be eating down by the beach. Some will be 

perching in the forest.  Some will be wading through the swamp.  Others will be flying over 

grassy paddocks 

 

 

 
Tūi (Parson Bird)                              Oystercatcher  (Tōrea)                      NZ Dotterel (Tūturiwhatu) 

 

 
               Kererū (NZ Pigeon)                                 Whitehead (Popokatea)                              Pied Stilt (Poaka) 

 

 
              Pūkeko (Swamp Hen)                                     Fantail (Pīwakawaka)                  North Island Robin (Toutouwai) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Do your best to find one of each species of birds listed below. Write next to the 

picture which habitat you found them in: B = Beach, F=Forest, S=Swamp, P=Paddock.   

 

When you have finished count how many you found.   My total was  

Did you beat your friend’s score? Your friend found 7 different species of bird. 

What other birds did you find that weren’t on the list? 

 



Activity 3 Keep Out 
Aotearoa New Zealand has many introduced predators. They are skilful hunters and find our 

native animals easy to kill and eat.  Our birds, reptiles and insects are not adapted to cope 

with these foreign predators. As a result many of our native animals are now endangered.      

  

 
 

What animals are we trying  

to keep out of Shakespear                                       

Open Sanctuary.

 R  _  _ 

M  _  _  _  _ 

S  _  _  _ T 

H _  _  _  _  _  _  _ 

C  _  _ 

P  _  S  _  _  _ 

F  _  _  _  _  T 

W  _  _  S  _  _

D  _  _   

R _  _  _  _  _                                                                                                    
                            

                             

What might be some other reasons we 

are keeping these animals out of 

Shakespear?                         

 

     

     

                     

 

 

    

                                                                            

                                       

 

                                                                                                                                
             Clue 



Activity 4    Our Designer Fence 
They can’t go over it, they can’t go under it AND they can’t go through it.  The fence that 

protects our Sanctuary is purposely designed to keep predators out of the park. 
Match each piece of the fence with the job it does to keep Shakespear predator free. 

A. Predators can’t squeeze through it. 

B.  Predators can’t climb over it. 

C.  Predators can’t jump from tall trees over the fence. 

D. Cows won’t rub against the fence and push it over. 

E.  Predators can’t dig under it. 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fence number 

Roof:___

___ 

6mm mesh:___ 

The fence needs to be checked to make sure the defences are in working order. 

Choose a piece of the fence and carefully check to see there is no way for predators 

to get through. Tick below if you find any problems and let a Ranger know A.S.A.P. 

Fence number at start:________ Fence number at finish: ________ 

□ Any cracks in the ground bigger than the width of your little finger? 

□ Any bends or cracks in the roof? 

□ Any rips or unexpected holes in the fence mesh? 

 

 

 

 

4 metre gap:___ Electric wire:___ Skirt (now underground):_______ 



Activity 5  Ranger Code 
Junior Rangers at Shakespear need to know how to care for our park and the special 

residents that live there. 

 

 Tick the activities that are OK to do whilst visiting Shakespear Open Sanctuary. 

 

I can... 
 

 

 
Light fires 

 

 
Spray my shoes 

with disinfectant 

 

 
Walk my dog 

 

 
Camp overnight 

 

 
Pick up rubbish 

 

 

 
Plant native trees 

 

 
Touch traps 

 

 
Chase and handle the 

animals 

 

 
 

Have fun 

 

 

 
Pick native plants 

 

 
Go for a walk and 

keep to the tracks 

 

 
Take photos 

 

 
Hop over the fence 

and visit the Navy 

 

 
Disturb the nesting 

birds 

 

 
Play in the sand 

dunes 

 

 

 

 
 

Bring a rat or mouse 

in my bag or car 



Activity 6  Kaitiaki 

Shakespear Rangers and volunteers try very hard to take good care of the land, beach, 

animals and plants in the park. We are guardians, or kaitiaki, of the Sanctuary. 

 ‘kai’ means someone who carries out an action. 

 ‘tiaki’ means to guard or protect

 

Which habitat, native animal or plant are you 

 passionate about protecting? 

 

  

Draw a picture of yourself as kaitiaki of_____________ 

 



Activity 7   The Importance of Trees 
 

 

 
Draw a line to match up the picture with the description 

 

 

 

 

 

All these trees grow in the Sanctuary.  
Find one and do a bark or leaf rubbing or  
sketch the whole tree in the space below.    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

I grow well near the 

beach.  I have brilliant 

red flowers at 

Christmas time. My 

flowers provide food 

for many native animals. 

Bees make honey from 

my small white flowers. 

People have used me 

for firewood, brooms 

and brewing tea. 

I am a national symbol 

of NZ. I am also known 

as a Ponga. 

My name means yellow 

in Māori. Birds and 

insects love my nectar. 

            

Trees are wonderful natural resources that contribute to the health 

of people, our environment and wildlife.  They provide food, shelter, 

oxygen, and erosion protection. They also look beautiful. 

 

Kōwhai 

 

 Mānuka  

 

Pōhutukawa 

 

   Silver Fern 

 

 



Activity 8   Scavenger Hunt 
Take a walk along the 

beach at Shakespear.  

 

What beach are you on? 

 

                              

 

 

           

       

 See how many of these you can find......  

1 seagull feather 

2 spinifex seed heads 

3 sea anemones 

5 different types of shell 

4 starfish 

      4 different types of seaweed 

2 crab claws 

      3 different types of bird 

1 bag of rubbish (actually we hope you 

don’t find any rubbish but if you do please 

pick it up and take it home to your rubbish 

bin) 

         Take only photos.  Leave only footprints.   



                           

Press down soil        

with your hands.  

 

      STEP___ 

Activity 9   Planting Day 
It is Planting Day. Hundreds of people have arrived to help. It’s good to see they have 

brought enclosed shoes and practical clothing to suit the weather. Time to get started.  

Suddenly a gust of wind blows all the planting instructions into the air.  The posters land in a 

big muddle.  It is very important that planting is done correctly so that the plants survive. 
HELP!  Can you please put the instructions in the right order? 

Write Step 1 to Step 6 in the correct box. 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

            Finally, mulch 

around plant with leaves 

or grass.   

             
          STEP___ 

First dig a hole twice 

as wide and deep as 

the plant. 

            STEP___ 

 

Next place fertiliser in     

the hole and cover 

with a little bit of soil.  

You’re ready for the 

plant now. 

                STEP___ 

                     

         Tip plant upside down.     

Slide it out of container.  

                   

                STEP___ 

 

Put plant in hole.  

Fill hole with 

loose soil.     

 

       STEP___ 

Join us on one of our 

planting days or a 

Sunday volunteering 

day.  Ask a SOSSI 

member or Park 

Ranger to sign this 

page. 

 

 

Times and dates are 

on our website 



Activity 10  The Future is in Your Hands 
You have just been hired as the new Park Ranger.  The volunteers have given you a tour of 

the park and you are very impressed by all the hard work done so far.   The predator proof 

fence is working well and NZ native wildlife and plants are flourishing.  Now it is your job to 

come up with new projects to enhance the Sanctuary and help protect threatened species.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 

The display panels at the bottom of Waterfall Gully may provide some inspiration. 

What would you like to see happen in the next five 

years? How will it help NZ wildlife or plants? 

 

 

 

 



Activity 11   Lizard House 
 We have a healthy number of native lizards living in Shakespear Open Sanctuary.   In fact 

we have 7 different species. They are copper skink, ornate skink, moko skink, shore skink, 

Auckland green gecko, forest gecko and the Pacific gecko. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Introducing.........Moko skink 
Appearance:  olive green or copper coloured with 

a brown/cream stripe on the side. Can grow to 

18cm. Favourite activity: basking in the sun. 

Favourite food:  insects and spiders. 

Favourite places: piles of rocks or logs, clay 

banks, tussocks, long grass, small bushes.   

Afraid of: lots of things like cats, rats, mice, 

bulldozers, birds, people,  

Status: Rare. Endemic to North island of NZ. 

Throughout 

New Zealand 

lizards are 

struggling to 

survive due 

to 

introduced 

predators 

and habitat 

loss. 

Shakespear 

lizards have 

a good 

chance of 

survival due 

to dedicated 

volunteers 

and Rangers, 

the predator 

proof fence 

and our care 

of the land.  

 

Draw a perfect 

home for moko 

skink. Include 

some of his 

favourite things 

below. 



Activity 12  Outlaw Plants 

Not all plants are welcome inside the Sanctuary. Certain plants are considered ‘Outlaws’, 

banished for a good reason. Not only do we want these outlaws out of Shakespear we want 

them off the Peninsula too.  So who are some of these plants and why do we want them gone? 

Match up their mug shot with the crime they’re guilty of.... 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 

Also goes by the name of ‘Cruel plant’.  It 

twines around branches and strangles them.  

Its flower traps moths and insects. Has a big 

oval shaped fruit full of sticky seeds. Beware! 

The milk sap can irritate your skin. 

This grassy plant takes over an area and 

native plants don’t stand a chance. Mice, rats 

and possums like to live under the leaves.  It 

looks like our native Toetoe but don’t be 

fooled. 

These pest plants grow rapidly and produce enormous amounts of seeds that are spread by the 

wind, water, or wildlife. Do you have some at your house?  Look up www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 

or www.weedbusters.org.nz for info on removal. 

This town ain’t big enough for 
the two of us. 

This plant produces toxins that poison the 

surrounding soil. The berries are toxic to 

humans and livestock. Large grey-green leaves 

have a woolly velvety texture.  

Oh what pretty ginger scented flowers this 

plant has, however, underground it weaves a 

thick mat of roots and nothing can grow 

through them. It’s no wonder native forests 

can’t regenerate with these guys around.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Pampas 

 

Moth plant 

 

Woolly Nightshade 

 

Wild Ginger 

 

MUG SHOT CRIME 

http://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/


Activity 13   Your Day at the Sanctuary 

                                         

                                                                

                                            
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                               
 

            
    

 

 

Write down one interesting thing 

you learned today either about 

the Sanctuary or the plants and 

animals here. 

If you could choose to be any kind of animal 

that lives at Shakespear what would you 

be? Why? 

What was your favourite thing about today? 

What do you want to do next 

time you visit the Sanctuary? 



 
 

 

 

Shakespear Open Sanctuary Society Incorporated (SOSSI) is a voluntary group. Auckland 

Council Rangers and volunteers work together to care for and develop the Sanctuary.  

You are welcome to join us. 

 

    Website: www.sossi.org.nz       

    Email: info@sossi.org.nz 

    Address: PO Box 790, Whangaparaoa 0943 

 

 

                                 
This is to certify that 

................................................................................................................................................ 

has completed our Shakespear Junior Ranger programme and has 

demonstrated an interest in learning more about the Sanctuary. 

Congratulations on becoming a Shakespear Junior Ranger 

 

  Signature.........................................................    Date...................... 

                

  

© Ginnie Quartel & SOSSI 2014  

Special thanks to contributors: Melanie Cash, Genevieve Taylor (co-writers), 

Peter Jackson (web support), Richard Chambers, Oscar Thomas, Allan 

Parker, Les Presling (photos), Nikki Clendinning and Co. (badge design). 

Many thanks also to all those who have helped and supported this project. 

 

Our SOSSI logo is hidden 

somewhere in the Junior Ranger 

booklet. Can you find it? 
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