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Recent Events in Shakespear Regional Park and Sassi

22 January 2009 Application submitted to Sustainable Management Fund of Mingtry
Environment. for $200,000. Initial response™arch 2009. Detailed Plan now submitted
Final approval by July 2009.(Will depend on ARC approval)

Sunday 26" April . Sossi gathering and Barbeque

Sunday 17" May 2009Shakespear planting day in Okoromai Wetland

Thursday 21 May 2009 The Sossi submission to ARC Hearing on LTCCP

Sunday June ' 2009 Sossi AGM and planting in Skink sanctuary

Upcoming Events

Monday June 29" 2009 ARC confirmation of LTCCP
Sunday July 19th 2009 Strategic planning meeting at the YMCA Shakespear LodgéiSlegv)

Sunday August 16th 200910am to 12noanDunes planting. Meet at the Park Office, Te Haruhi Bay
at 10am.We will be planting pingao (golden sand sedge) spifsilerry sand grass) in the sand dunes
at Te Haruhi Bay. These plants hold the dunes togetherngmwve the habitat for our native
wildlife. Bring sturdy enclosed shoes or boots, gloves and a spygole have them. A barbeque will
be provided following the planting this is easy planting and suifablihe whole family.

Sossi Chairman presents at ARC Council Hearing

The Sossi submission on the proposal to delay the construction of tHer&&s-ence was the first to
be heard on Thursday 21 May 2009. It was felt that thereaywasmising response.

An important part of the submission included the additional funding sage®f $143,000 for

materials to allow the effective use of the funding ayeabtained from the Ministry for the
Environment of $200,000 as well as the $45,000 raised by donationesh@ndund raising.

The councillors looked interested. At the end of the submission CouS8eitaira Coney said that the
Council would ask officers to report on the possibility of eitherrémstating the full amount of
$600,000 to start this year or (b) giving us the $143,000 to allow theritpapf the fence to be
constructed starting this year. There was no disagreemeetiMoy other councilors to this direction.

Note: Subs for 2009 are now due.
You can pay on line atwww.sossi.org.nzor send us your cheque.
Single $10.00, Family $20.00




Nominate SOSSI for free funds!

SOSSI has recently been set up as a potential recipienhds from a local community website. All
you need to do is telick here (or visit www.hibiscuslink.co.ny and register your vote for the
Shakespear Open Sanctuary Society Inc to get a share eftinels. At the end of each quarter, there
is a draw for $550 of money and prizes. Every vote you makesfagives us one entry into the fupds
draw. Your vote also enters you into draws for other giveawsyst can benefit you and us at|the
same time! Happy voting.

Progress on the Nursery at Shakespear. - .
We have opened a plant nursery at Te Haruhi Bay, !
the Sanctuary. It is located in the yard at the bach
the office. The purpose of the nursery is to raise plg —
from seed collected in Shakespear Park. PIg
produced by the nursery will be used to help cre
habitat for native wildlife that are returning to live an
breed in the sanctuary.

Initially the nursery will produce 2000 plants. This
less than half of what is required for the ann
planting programme and so in the meantime

remaining plants will continue to be raised outside
the park. However once this nursery is established
planned to build a much bigger one that can cater
all future needs for plants.

Raewyn French at new nursery sit.
The Tuesday volunteers with the support of the park rangers lmiitiursery. It has been built to a
high standard and includes a covered potting area; a large suntigrastzanding potted plants, which
is sheltered from the wind and it, is protected from ahpeats by a fence.

SOSSI has taken responsibility for running the nursery and one of ouber® Raewyn French is
taking charge of the project. This is not the season for tiolleseeds so to get things moving it is
planned to collect vulnerable seedlings from the park andtrese for replanting later.

The new nursery provides another opportunity for volunteers to acpeglicipate in the creation of
the Shakespear Open Sanctuary. It will be particularhacitte to those who are not able to do
physically demanding voluntary tasks such as trapping and plantingtpet¥l begin in earnest in
spring as seedlings arrive from Botanic Gardens for growing\lbrthose who may be interested to
work in the nursery should contact Raewyrd@i02218887

A.Parker

Shakespear Open Sanctuary Society Planning Day

When: Sunday July 19 between 10am and 2pm.

Where: The venue is the YMCA Shakespear Lodge Shakespear Regiokafdlaw the signs from
the entrance to the park

The Purposeof the gathering is to make a plan that will help us depritarities for the next five
years.

All members and people interested in the future of the sancat Shakespear are welcome.
There will be a workshop approach and a facilitator .Everyonehewle the opportunity to participate
and make a contribution. A barbeque lunch will be provided
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For those thinking about participating in the planning day considdoltbe/ing:

The fence will be constructed and the sanctuary established
The programme of habitat restoration and pest monitoringuaiiflinue.
A programme for re-introducing birds will be started.

The question is - how should the Society be involved? Bring yawghts and ideas to the meeting.

Our Sossi Secretary
Jean Bell is the foundation secretary and membelfs
the Shakespear open Sanctuary. She has visited
park since 1973 and since moving to live in Ar
Bay 10 years ago has visited the park early in l
morning on a daily occurrence when she can
her dog and enjoy the peace and tranquility of
park and observe the birds including the Ro
spoonbill on one occasion. She has maintained |
useful contact with the relevant councillors of t
ARC in order to facilitate the development of t
sanctuary. :

Jean Bell -Foundation secretary of Sossi

Preparing Plants for a Fence

In April Bec Stanley and Holly Cox from ARC conducted a 3 blatanical survey of Shakespear. Bec
& Holly work across the entire ARC parks network and the suallewed them to familiarise
themselves with the park in order to plan Heritage anddgiurity work at the park in the future,
assess the weed programme, locate threatened plants astifyateerestoration opportunities
considering the plans for a predator proof fence. There canib&nded consequences of predator
fences for plants. Open-ended peninsula fences might not bie &ielep out mice or rabbits for
example (our experience to date) which are primarily, gleedators. Dune plants are particularly
sensitive to rabbit browse and being aware and prepared aifotesnitigate these effects. Animal
pest control can have the potential to increase weed divargitgensity by allowing weeds to prosper
in the absence of seed predators at the same time easimgy the numbers of fruit dispersing birds.
Bec & Holly are planning a few more days of survey to ceteplheir assessment.

Open Sanctuary Coordinator Update

Commencement date and staging of pest proof fence constructiorréstly under consideration by
the Auckland Regional Council as they deliberate on the Long T@oomcil Community Plan
(LTCCP). The draft LTCCP had reconfirmed commitment for kBepear Open Sanctuary and
proposed a two year deferral of fence construction to 2011, whikrtakiohg active pest control in the
interim. Submissions on this have been heard from SOSSI and othes.daraddition, possible grant
funds awarded to SOSSI are time bound and must be allocated witmexthisvo years. The LTCCP
will be confirmed on 29 June.

Active pest control that may be undertaken in the event of afamience construction will be
twofold. A pest management buffer and surveillance networkbeikstablished. This is critical when
we have eradicated pests from the sanctuary. Reducingppesgture outside the fence reduces
potential for pest incursion. Eternal vigilance is required tairena pest free sanctuary remains that
way. A network of pest detection and control tools must be deplagess the sanctuary and checked



regularly just in case a pest does get in. This network sarsalve to reduce pests and protect the site
at present. Sustaining our current wildlife values including ourtiémed skinks is vital.

Enhanced plant pest control is the second action. Shakespear amihgdinds included in the
sanctuary are relatively weed free. An increase in efimnt will further reduce weeds that in the long
term may threaten the habitat integrity of the sanctuary.nWhies and possums are removed seeds,
including weeds, are not eaten and so have a greater chanosviofggrAs more birds flourish in the
absence of predators we have more dispersal of seeds, includeus. Dispersal of weeds also
includes vulnerable sites such as nearby Tiritiri MataBgd traffic between the two already occurs
and will increase as bird numbers at Shakespear Open 8gnicitrease.

Congratulations to the nursery construction crew! A fantastic veduneffort saw the speedy and
efficient transformation of a workshop yard corner into a working nur3érese SOSSI grown plants
will be in addition to the annual ARC Parks allocation, meaminoge habitat can be improved faster!

What implications might the new Auckland Council have for ShaleSppen Sanctuary? The short
answer is there will be no immediate impact. At the iteomsdate of October 2010 the new council
will inherit all assets, contracts and relationships fromldleal bodies it replaces. Regional parks are
protected in perpetuity for the people of the region and will renfdia positive partnership between
Auckland Regional Council and SOSSI will continue — we expect dasimglationship to continue
with the Auckland Council. I'll keep you posted as we leaanerdetail.

Matt Maitland
| can be contacted at matt.maitland@arc.govt.nz or 09 426 1200

Another successful planting day at Shakespear Regional Park @Gunday 17" May,2009

150 members of the public (92 adults and

58children) attended the ARC planting day at

Shakespear Regional Park and planted a
substantial proportion of the 6000 plants supplied
from the Botanic Gardens. The area planted was
the remaining wetland area behind Okoromai Bay
where planting has taken place in the previous 2
years. The plants included were mainly manuka,
cabbage trees and flax with smaller numbers of
whau, kahikatea, mapou and puriri. Amongst the
planters were children from the Dairy Flat Kea

Dairy Flat Kea Scouts at planting da |
scouts and their leader, members and friends of
Shakespear Open Sanctuary Society as well
many other enthusiastic volunteers to the AR
Parks.

This was the first of a series of planting days
occur in the northern sector parks of the ARC.

volunteers were able to receive refreshments in
form of a sausage sizzle, soft drinks, tea and coff

Planting was completed about 2.30 pm sho
before the rain came down. The remaining plante
were planted by youth groups from Orewa ainwu
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Whangaparaoa Colleges who were supervised by New Zealand Bé&ferme staff.

Revegetation guideline

An ARC revegetation guideline has recently been developed wdidgnises that each revegetation
site is different — it might be a wetland, or a coadtgdesor a sheltered gully for example. In addition
some revegetation sites are close to natural stands of tordsthere are plenty of seeds around.
Others are isolated and native plant diversity may noeaser at the site without management. The
basis for planning revegetation at a site is an individualpkite. ARC Ecologist Bec Stanley says
“it’'s not a long plan just it's a two pager that helps prompt tgoplant what's locally appropriate and
also lets everyone else see what the plan is for the site
The methods of revegetation outlined in the guideline haveoags&cological basis incorporating
ecosourcing, mimicking local vegetation patterns and using sumeaksprocesses. Natural
succession is the basic ecological process that underpirgetatren. This means that canopy trees
are not planted at a site but hardy common shrubs that grow larssites in the area. “Canopy trees
are often bird dispersed, like kahikatea and totara, arldawile at a site naturally through time
especially if there is forest close by” says Bec. A goadelko see this is at Tawharanui and Omaha
where under a manuka canopy there are now seedlings of kaurianad tot
Revegetation on the regional parks is an annual ongoing activity wduotributes to habitat
restoration and open sanctuary projects, the increase loiggabd corridors, riparian protection and
wetland restoration, and to carbon sequestration. The parkgetation programme provides a
popular activity for the public on the regional parks. Approximately 80r2@i®e plants are planted
each year in the parks network.
Bec Stanley. ARC Botanist

Set nets snare 166 seabirds at Shakespear

The ARC is appealing to set netters to ac
responsibly and follow the set net code of
practice after a grisly find at Te Haruhi Bay
last weekend.

Shakespear Regional Park duty ranger Stgve
Burgess was alerted to a beached set net or) the
park’s popular sandy beach, Te Haruhi Bgy.
“Tangled in the net were 166 seabirds and |{L1
kahawai,” says Steve.

“The birds, which were fluttering shearwatefs,
were either already dead or close to dying when
found and we have had to dispose of them.

“Dealing with such a significant kill of nativ

wildlife is not a fun task for those of us workin Some of the snared seabirds in net
on the park and can be quite distressing for park
visitors,” he says.

Set net code of practicéSourcewww.fish.govt.nz

Opportunities to get involved

One piece of feedback that | have received recently igp#wtle join the society and are keen to be
involved, but don't know how or what is needed. Not everyone wants tonbie committee
(although we'd love it if you do!), and many people would like t@ Hmlt don’t want to become
overcommitted. Thus, we would like to share with you other thingsythu could be involved in,
which have not already been mentioned in this newsletter, coimgltag much or as little time as you
like.



Planting to Enhance the Park The next planting day is on the™&ugust, when there will be
planting to stabilize the dunes. It's a wonderful way to get adedeto the earth and each
other, give something back, and it's also a FREE workout!

Help to publicize the Sanctuary SOSSI will return again this year to some of the lodabst
galas and field days. This is an opportunity for anyone who Is\gvilo spend a couple of
hours talking to children and their parents about what is happening up People from last
years events found them really worthwhile and a lot of fun.

Writing articles for the newsletter, assisting with funding applications, and helping with
administration of membership databases etc. Even if youyéeeldon't currently have the
skills, there may be opportunities to get some training!

We would also love to hear from anyone who would like to be a voluoteedinator. This is
an important link, between the committee and the membershipsaednitething we possibly
haven’'t done particularly well. 1 think it is easy for the coittee to see themselves as the
‘workforce', forgetting that the membership is there targetived too!

| personally would appreciate help and advice from someonemdtketing knowledge or
experience. | am keen to get the message of the sanctuahemjtbut this is definitely not
my area of expertise.

We would also love to hear from you if you have an idea that yaudnike to develop and
run; to raise funds, to increase our membership base, or anythéngoe see as important for
our long term goal of turning Shakespear into an Open Sanctuaryuntéestand that life is
very busy, so any time or skills that you can contribute pecgiated.

If anything on here sounds like you, contact Melanie at (09) 4285986 (esknimgemail
info@sossi.org.nz | look forward to talking to many more of you in the niedwre!

Melanie Cash

Botanical Treasure within Shakespear Open Sanctuary

During the recent botanical and weed survey
undertaken in the park with Rebecca Stanley @nd
Holly Cox from the ARC | was very pleased
view a very healthy population of the native dwarf
mistletoe Korthalsella sallicornioides The small
tufted plants look like an unusual succulent grovith
and were found growing on manu
(Leptospermum  scoparium). The plant s
hemiparasitic — it can make its own food through
photosynthesis of its green branches but needs|the
manuka for water and elevation/light. The fruit ||s
tiny and hardly distinguishable from the branches
and is dispersed by birds or ejected under hydralilic
pressure.

Korthalsella on Manuka
The plant is nationally rare (de Lange et al 2009) and isifit as Naturally Uncommon i.e. a
species that occurs within naturally small and widely seattgopulations. The population at

Shakespear are on manuka scattered over less than a quartezatdre. Some trees have up to 30

plants on them, some only a few. There are no known threats iigtietoe except for the lack of
hosts. This emphasises the value of and need to maintain seextessional manuka habitat at
Shakespear for the mistletoe to remain within the arthalsellahave been noted in the Rodney
ecological district from as early as 1936 but the most receatlfirmed population is at Army Bay. It
is planned by the ARC to map the population to monitor théetos.
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If you are happy to receive your newsletter by email, pleaseme know by emailing to
Alison@onewesley.co.nz.

A cautionary Tale/Talil.

It's not my usual early morning activity to be dancing on the bawk lat 5.30am in my night attire.
However | had to check out what on earth had awakened me-loud clerbamging, running around
somewhere above my head. There was nothing visible on the robfesmed back to bed. OK, so
maybe a cat is in the roof space chasing a mouse!! It soundbdwgh my roof space was being
renovated.

By 2pm my friend John arrived to investigate. The rat trap hsapgdeared completely from where
he’'d set it 2 weeks previously.” Oh there it is, well out @fcte” A garden rake was dropped over the
trap but much to his surprise there was still attached & larg rat caught by its throat, but still
thrashing around. —The details of the rest you don’t need to knovit, Wwas suitably disposed of. |
have concluded that all the noise was the rat chasing arounsipax# trying to shake off the trap.

It seem thaPest Controlmay need to extend beyond the borders of Shakespear Regional Park
Rita — a local Army Bay resident.

Some more photos of very important people within the parkrbm recent events including the
young and not so young- clockwise-Phil Evans and Steve Burgess ARC rangers with culinary .skills
Phil's wife Sally and 3 month Jasper at barbecue. Bruceddarand family at planting day.

Matt Maitland planting with young helper.




