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Recent   Events in Shakespear Regional Park and Sossi 
 

·  Summer 2008-2009 Sossi presence at Woolshed with promotional advertising. 
 

·  22nd January2009 Application submitted to Sustainable Management Fund of Ministry of 
Environment. for $200,000. Initial response favorable with detailed plan now required. 

 
·  7 February 2009. Archeological Dig Open Day. (See later article) 

 
·  25 February 2009. Research celebration evening for Tossi and Sossi members at Matakana 

Theatre. 
·  4 March 2009. Draft 2010-19 Long Term Council Community Plan of the ARC 

proposed to Defer commencement of the Shakespear Open Sanctuary 
Project until 2012. (See article on next page) 

 

Important dates and Events in 2009 
Sunday 26th April. 12md to 2pm Sossi gathering  and Barbeque 
Venue:  Park Office Te Haruhi Bay, Meeting room and adjacent yard  
The gathering provides an opportunity to meet and learn about the plans especially in light of the ARC 
plans on deferment of the project. 
 
Everyone is welcome to attend - society members, donors, Tuesday volunteers, sanctuary supporters, 
park staff and interested members of the public. 
 
The plan is have the barbeque first followed by a short briefing by experts on the progress being made 
with the sanctuary, current projects and plans for the future.  
 
For those not familiar with the Shakespear Sanctuary there will be a display of photographs, samples 
and written material that will give an appreciation of the work being done to control pests, restore the 
habitat and raise funds. 
 
Members are encouraged to bring a friend 
 
For further information phone 09 424 5055 or email info@sossi.org.nz or see the website 
www.sossi.org.nz   RSVP by 21 April to Email: info@sossi.org.nz, or phone 424 5055 or PO Box 790 
Whangaparaoa 
 

Shakespear Open Sanctuary Society 

PO Box 790 Whangaparaoa AUCK 0932 

Phone and Fax: 09 424 5055 

Email: Info@sossi.org.nz 

Websitewww.sossi.org.nz: 
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Sunday May 17th 2009 Shakespear planting day in Okoromai Wetland. 
 
May 18th - 29th 2009 Shakespear park closure for pest management.  
 
Sunday June 7th 2009 The Annual General Meeting of the Shakespear Open Sanctuary Society will 
take place at 1pm Sunday 7 June at the Park Office, Te Haruhi Bay, Shakespear Regional Park.  All 
are welcome.  Prior to the AGM we will be planting in the Skink Sanctuary at the eastern end of the 
Park, starting at 10am.    Meet at the park office for transport to the planting site. The Skink Sanctuary 
is on the far side of the Lookout towards Tiri and can be seen from from the Lookout. Please bring 
with you enclosed shoes or boots and, if you have them gloves & spade. 
 
A barbeque will be provided at the Park office after the planting and before the AGM. 
 
Sunday August 16th 2009 Dunes planting 
 

Major Disappointment expressed by Sossi Chairman and Committee Members 
 
Sossi committee members first heard at their committee meeting on 17th February of the proposal to 
defer the commencement of the Shakespear Sanctuary Project. This would include the building of the 
fence followed by the poison drop behind the fence. 
 This came about during Council deliberations on its Long Term Council Community Plan (LTCCP) 
for 2009-19.  The suggestion that this project is deferred until 2012 and active pest management is 
undertaken in the interim is to go out for public consultation as part of the LTCCP planning process. 
A letter from Sandra Coney, Chair, Parks and Heritage Committee   to the Sossi Chairman Alan Parker 
indicated that deferring the fence construction was not a decision that Council had taken lightly.  The 
ARC is faced with examining its budgets and financial priorities, as many organisations are doing in 
the current economic climate.   
 
Grants agencies and public fundraising drives are also being affected by the economic downturn so, in 
suggesting this change, Council has considered how a longer timeline would allow SOSSI to raise the 
money it is committed to contributing to the project. 
 
The agreement between the ARC and SOSSI estimates a $600,000 price tag for the fence with the 
ARC providing approximately 35% of this cost ($200,000) and SOSSI providing the remaining 
$400,000 through fundraising and grants.   
 
The ARC will cover the costs of all consents, the pest eradication programme, species reestablishment 
programme and ongoing monitoring and maintenance. 
 
The ARC is committed to creating an open sanctuary at Shakespear Regional Park.  It will continue to 
work towards planning for a fence, pest control initiatives and working with SOSSI to achieve this 
goal.  Illustrating this commitment, applications for resource consents will be lodged this year, 
archaeological investigations have been completed and pest control work will continue as planned in 
the coming year. 
 
A submission process and calendar will be communicated as soon as confirmed. Indicative dates are 
March 31 - Council approve draft LTCCP, April 6 submissions open, May 6th 5pm submissions close. 
The management committee will be making a submission against the proposed deferment on behalf of 
the society"  
Watch our Website for further information re these dates as we would encourage members to consider 
making submissions on the proposal.                                                            Alan Parker 
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Good things growing at Shakespear 
A nursery at Shakespear Regional Park has been proposed by SOSSI members. Public planting days at 
Shakespear are well attended events with almost 8,000 trees planted annually by willing volunteers. 
We know that there is even greater demand to plant trees than we can cater for with our current 
allocation of trees from ARC’s Botanic Gardens.  
 
All our plants come from local seed collected on park and then germinated and grown at Botanic 
Gardens. Why not order more plants from Botanic Gardens? With this facility covering revegetation 
across most Auckland Regional Parks it has reached peak capacity.  It is proposed to establish a small 
nursery in the workshop yard area that can receive seedlings from Botanic Gardens and grow these on 
to plantable size, thus increasing our total annual productivity. Volunteers will undertake construction 
before the next growing season. As we learn and grow, this facility will grow to meet our demands and 
expertise. With time it may be necessary to establish a purpose built facility like that at Tawharanui 
where TOSSI volunteers collect seed, grow, and plant 20,000 trees per year! We will be looking for 
volunteers to become involved in this project. 
 
The big ARC/SOSSI public plant day will this year be Sunday May 17th, with the Okoromai Bay 
wetlands again our focus. This will be our last year in the wetland. From 2010 we move to planting the 
coastal areas on the eastern edge of the park to provide habitat for birds that will soon be winging the 
distance from Tiritiri Matangi to make their new home in a pest free Shakespear Open Sanctuary. 
 

Profile of the first Chairman of Sossi Allan Parker 
 
Participating in the creation of the open sanctuary at Shakespear Regional Park is what Allan 
particularly enjoys. Allan experiences everything about this project as being positive whether it is 
planting trees and watching them grow, fund 
raising, promoting the sanctuary, or co-operating 
with the Auckland Regional Council staff. 
 
Allan and Jean Bell, Secretary of the Shakespear 
Open Sanctuary Society took the first steps to 
form the Society in 2003 and Allan was elected 
to be the first Chairperson. 
 
His personal experience of Shakespear Regional 
Park goes back to 1974 when he and his family 
moved into their home overlooking the Park. 
Now he looks forward to the Sanctuary being 
created and the return of the kiwi and other 
species that need protection. He has a unique 
experience of being able to record the major 
changes to the Park from his balcony at home. 
 
 
 
Archaeological Dig at Shakespear Regional Park 
During the first two weeks of February Auckland Regional Council archaeologist Vanessa Tanner, 
University of Auckland archaeology staff and students with assistance from ARC park rangers, 
undertook an excavation of two archaeological sites that will be affected by the Shakespear Open 
Sanctuary predator proof fence. The objective of the excavation was to gain a better understanding of 
the lives of early inhabitants of Okoromai Bay.  
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At the southern end of the bay three sections of a low coastal occupation terrace were investigated. All 
three excavation areas presented quite different results. At the northernmost area, where the predator 
proof fence dissects the archaeological site, excavation uncovered a historic road presumably 
constructed by the Shakespear family and evidence of early Maori/European contact including a piece 
of bottle glass flaked like a stone tool. Adjacent to this, an area interpreted as a pre-European Maori 
food processing and habitation site occupied over a long period of time was excavated. At the southern 
end, a large, intensive, food processing area was found; this represented short periods of considerable 
shellfish gathering for large groups of people or for a specific event that occurred at Okoromai Bay. 
  
The second archaeological site 
investigated is located on the hill 
immediately to the north of Bruce Harvey 
Drive. This excavation uncovered a 
seasonal camp site that comprised a series 
of terraces constructed by Maori for 
building temporary shelters, food stores 
and areas to process and cook food on. 
 
All material excavated was sampled and 
will be analysed at the university’s 
archaeology laboratory. Material analysis 
will form the bulk of the students’ course 
work. This will involve examination of 
fishbone to ascertain species and fishing 

techniques, studies on shell to establish 
source environment, seasonality and 
resource use. Charcoal analysis will assist in interpreting the type of environment at the time of 
occupation. Sources of stone will aid in the interpretation of Maori trade and travel, the types of stone 
and their use as tools will be documented. 
 
The results of the archaeological excavation will help tell a story of human occupation on the 
Whangaparaoa Peninsula and form the basis of onsite interpretation which will be installed at the park 
for you to see in the future.        Vanessa Tanner 

Excavation of coastal terrace pre-European Maori 
habitation site at Okoromai Bay 

Fishbone for analysis back at the Archeological lab.  Members of public watching activity. 
 Photo A Parker 
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Kathleen’s Rest 
 
There is a walking track that starts at the duck pond in Army Bay and ends at Okoromai Bay. About 
halfway along under a tree there is a bench seat called Kathleen’s Rest. It is named after Kath 
Homiston a retired, popular and long time resident of Army Bay. Kath's home overlooked Okoromai 
Bay and had uninterrupted views of the park. 
 
She was best known for her love of the 
local wildlife and fed the Tuis and Bellbirds 
that visited her garden. Every day she 
would stroll down to Okoromai Bay and 
then along the track to the duck pond to 
feed the ducks and the eels. 
 
Kath timed her visit to the duck pond so 
that she could catch a free ride on the bus 
up the hill to the Army Bay Store from 
where she had a short walk downhill to her 
home.  
 
This arrangement worked well but as Kath 
got older she needed a rest about half way 
through her walk to the duck pond. Kath complained to the park staff that there was no place for her to 
have a sit down. Very shortly after that the seat was put in place. 
 
Kath served in World War II as a dispatcher rider and nurse aid. Kath and her husband Warren took up 
residence in Army Bay in 1967.                                                                                          
           Alan Parker   
        

SOSSI in the Woolshed 
 
Across the summer break, the woolshed was opened and displays were manned.  The idea was to let 
the visiting public know what was about to happen (the development of the open sanctuary) and raise 
the level of memberships.  Thank you to all those SOSSI members who helped out for a shift or two.  
We managed to raise $330 through donations, sales and memberships.  Unfortunately, the Woolshed is 
not an oft frequented park ‘destination’ and we didn’t get the level of interest we were hoping for.  
This project has made us realize that we need to know more about the science of ‘branding’, so we will 
hopefully be getting some guidance from the ARC communications team in this regard.  If you have 
any skills or experience in this area, please get in touch!  In terms of the future, the plan is to create 
some simpler, semi-permanent displays on sections of fence posts which can be left in the woolshed 
unmanned, along with brochures and a tamper-proof donations box.  We will focus our woman/man 
hours on activities with grater pay-offs.  Thanks once again to everyone who contributed time and 
effort towards this project.          Melanie Cash  
lan Parker 
ember 2008  

   Would you like to become more involved with Shakespear Regional Park? Come 
to the Sossi AGM and get elected to the committee or volunteer for specific tasks. 
Allan Parker 
If you are happy to receive your newsletter  by email, please let me know by emailing to 
Alison@onewesley.co.nz.December 2008If youIiiii  
 


